Death of a Salesman 

I chose the theme “The American Dream” because of the deep central idea that Arthur Miller sets forth between the lines in this book. He criticizes the American Dream as being unachievable and those who pursue it would undoubtedly turn out unhappy, depressed, and miserable. It is also interesting how Miller goes about criticizing this idea – he uses Willy Loman as a tool to convey this message, which he uses to demonstrate the deadly potential invested in it. It is intriguing the extent to which he dislikes the American Dream, saying it would make you utterly unhappy, and even going as far as saying it could kill you.

I chose the song “The Good Life” by Three Days Grace because the lyrics clearly describe how Willy Lowman wants “a little of the good life” which for him would mean wealth and material items, also “Too many people stepping over me….. Is the one thing I need before I die” would symbolize how Willy has been bumped down to a novice position in his line of work. And the fact that the one thing Willy wants above all is money and he desperately wants to achieve that before he dies. The line “I need a change and I need it fast, I know that any day could be my last” symbolizes Willy’s need to change his way of materialistic thinking or he could completely loose his mind and his life. The second-last line of the song “I always wanted it this way” means that Willy has always wanted material items and  money, but never foresaw how this lifestyle has slowly but surely killed him. And the most repeated and probably most important line is the chorus “All I want is a little of the good life, all I want is to have a good time” symbolizes how normal people just want to have fun to be happy, this criticizes how Willy lives his life, because he doesn’t care about having fun, and bonding with his friends and family which would lead to true happiness, instead he focuses all his energy on making money, which leads him down a sad, lonely, and depressing life.

I chose the symbolic images that represented what my idea (and hopefully the majority of everyone else’s) of the American Dream was, a happy man jumping in the air on the beach (happiness), a lady serving her husband dinner (a soul mate), a new car, house, and kitchen (material items) and a big happy family. I chose the picture of the main characters from the Hangover because they are very well liked by everybody, and that is one of Willy’s main goals is to be well-liked, on the same slide I chose the diamonds because that is how Ben became rich, was diamond mines. Two slides later the rift in the ground represents the growing divide between Willy and Biff. On the next slide, the stone statue represents Happy’s sadness and general displeasure with life. The long, endless road symbolizes Willy’s feeling toward life, no purpose or direction, because he has failed in all his endeavours and has now grown tired of life. The next picture is an unsolvable puzzle that represents the validity of the American Dream, unachievable. The picture of the mirage demonstrates how Willy’s mind has deteriorated and he sees illusions sometime, which is what a mirage is. It also represents that the American Dream is impossible to achieve, because you can never catch a mirage, you can’t “Pin it down” so to speak. 
